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The Legacy of Nazareth Life Center
Sister Regina Holtz, FSP

order to keep the core mission alive, the Nazareth Legacy 
Fund was established, which awards grants to charitable 
organizations that provide needed services for women 
and children, such as the basic human needs of food and 
safe housing, counseling, and support for the health and 
well-being of unborn children. Recent grants have been 
awarded to such worthy organizations as the Children’s 
Global Health Fund, which is using the grant to conduct 
a program in the Dominican Republic to provide medical 
care to stop mother-to-child transmission of HIV-AIDS; 
Several Sources Shelters in NJ was awarded a grant to 
continue their program which provides housing and 
support services for young expectant mothers.

The legacy of Nazareth Life Center will allow the 
realization of the words of Pope Francis: “We need to 
see each child as a gift to be welcomed, cherished and 
protected”. 

(More information about the Nazareth Legacy Fund 
can be found on the website of the Franciscan Sisters of 
Peace www.fspnet.org.)

In 1979, Sister Marita Paul Hammond and Sister 
Marie Virgil Kenny, with the assistance of Father Eugene 
Keane, began a project known as the Nazareth Life 
Center in a large home in Garrison, NY.  The Nazareth 
Life Center was created to provide young women in 
crisis pregnancies with an alternative to abortion.  The 
State of New York approved the program which provided 
a full complement of services for the young women 
who resided there, allowing them to continue their 
education, encouraging enriching recreational activities 
as well as offering medical and adoption services.  The 
Sisters themselves were the residential staff, which 
made Nazareth Life Center more than an impersonal 
shelter, but a true home for all the women who came to 
await the birth of their child.  All received the Franciscan 
hospitality so generously offered by the Sisters, who 
accompanied the women every step of the way while 
they were at the Center.  In the course of its history, 
more than five hundred children were born and adopted 
through the Nazareth Life Center.

When the ministry was closed after twenty-eight 
years, the Franciscan Sisters of Peace was named as 
a beneficiary in the distribution of assets. The funds 
received were to be used to provide the kinds of services 
which had been the hallmark of Nazareth Life Center. In 
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Sister Helen Wacker, FSP

Collective Liminal Space and the Coronavirus

Prayers for your Intentions
Each day we pray for the needs of our friends and benefactors.  Our Benefactors are also remembered in a special 
monthly Mass offered for your intentions.  If you would like us to pray for a special intention, please write it on 
the enclosed remit envelope.  We also enjoy sending birthday cards to our donors so be sure to send your special 
day to us found also on the remit envelope so we can keep you in prayer.

In our spring edition of Peacemaking, Our Journey, the opening sentence in my 
article stated “It is mind-blogging to think how much the world has changed”.  
Weeks and months have gone by and we continue to experience a collective liminal 
space resulting from this global pandemic.  The word liminal originates from the 
Latin word “limen” which means “a threshold”.  All of us, at one time or another, 
experience states of liminal space.  Usually, we enter liminal space when a former 
way of being is challenged or changed like:  loss of a job; illness; death of a loved 
one; birth of a child; or a major relocation.  It is where we are, having left one stage 
of life, but not yet entered the next.  However, here we are speaking about an im-
mense collective liminal space, which is a space often marked with great suffering, 
but also where interior conversion can take place.  In the face of the pandemic, we 
have experienced inter-connectedness in our vulnerability.

Our world, as we once knew it, has been left behind; however, we have not quite arrived at the new world, 
which lies on the other side of this pandemic.  We are between the “old and the new”. After living so much 
of our time in the fast lane in an over-stimulated and hyperactive culture, can we use this time to reflect 
and reconnect with all that is around us so as to reawaken within ourselves our deep desire for connection 
with each other, with God and creation?  

The fifth anniversary of Laudato Si ( May 24, 2020 – May 24, 2021), the encyclical letter of Pope Francis, 
which called the world’s attention to the increasingly precarious state of our common home, earth, is just 
as prophetic today, if not more so, as it was in 2015.  As Pope Francis states:  “All of us can cooperate as 
instruments of God for the care of creation, each according to his or her own culture, experience, involve-
ments and talents” (Laudato Si #14).”  

In a recent article How to care for our common home by Samantha Panchevre (https://www.ncronline.org/
news/earthbeat/how-care-ourcommonhome), the author posts twenty-three (23) themes translated from the 
encyclical and suggests relevant actions to incorporate in our everyday lives. There are too many themes 
and actions to list here, but I will cite some:  following in the footsteps of St. Francis; rejecting the throw-
away culture; the mutual responsibility between humans and nature; free will and the power of our choices; 
balancing private property and the common good; the gaze of Jesus; practical relativism and racial justice; 
the power of “think global, act local”; living life to the fullest; the power of love and the need to rest; and 
the joy of our hope, which appears in the last section of Laudato Si.  The message of hope and unification 
towards building a just and sustainable world, a common goal, where all people live with dignity – is just 
as important as building awareness.  In the words of Thomas Merton, “It is true we are called to create a 
better world.  But we are first of all called to a more immediate and exalted task: that of creating our own 
lives.  In doing this, we act as co-workers with God.  We take our places in the great work of mankind, since 
in effect the creation of our own destiny, in God, is impossible in pure isolation.”

         In Peace,

The Sisters of St. Francis of Peace do not sell or share any names, addresses, or other information with anyone else.
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I retired from Hospice by the Bay on July 25th, 2019, 
after 29 years of being an RN Case Manager for the dying 
in San Francisco.  I found this ministry very rewarding.  
However, after being in an intense ministry I suddenly found 
myself with time on my hands.  One of the ministries of our 
Congregation is working with trafficked and abused persons.  
We have been educated and trained to be active in this social 
need.  I applied to and was accepted to a group in Burlingame 
CA. We meet regularly via Zoom to continue our education 
and identify areas of action.  

Another reality came when I was able to participate in a 
retreat of Centering Prayer at Mercy Center Burlingame.  I 
didn’t have to apply for time off or vacation time. 

My next surprise came with an invitation to be a volunteer 
at Hope Center for homeless women in the Tenderloin 
District of San Francisco. These women who had been 
prostituted, trafficked, suffering from drug addiction and 
perhaps survivors of abuse were welcomed to a day center 
for a hot meal, clean clothes, shoes and a place where they 
could access the internet.  My first day at Hope Center I spent 
several hours in conversation with a woman, she asked if I 
would like to see her home.  “Sure, lets go” I said. We walked 
down the tent-laden street around the corner to her home.  
She introduced me to her partner as she opened the tent 
door.  She could cook on a small burner.  It was big enough 
for the 2 people and their belongings neatly stacked around 
the rim of the tent. Up until March 2020 I was able to engage 
many women in conversation about their lives. Due to the 
Covid-19 Pandemic I had to suspend my visits.  The Director 
Ali wants me to return when the risk of transmission is 
greatly reduced.  Hope Center has reopened for take out 

meals and supplies.  The center 
continues to offer counseling to 
enter drug rehab programs, as 
well as housing options and work 
training. Safe House is the parent 
organization that would provide 
housing during the first two years 
of their employment.  This allows 
the women to save money to give 
them a best option for success.

In the meantime, another 
opportunity presented itself when 
Deacon Chuck Mc Neil from St. Dominic’s asked if I would 
co-facilitate a grief support group with him. We started in 
person but soon had to go with millions of others into the 
Zoom reality.  Our groups range between 8-10 members, 
lasting for 6 weeks.  In the beginning week the folks are 
burdened with overwhelming sadness and then as the weeks 
progressed there is a transformation into acceptance and 
peace, celebrating the life of each person.  Deacon Chuck and 
I will continue to facilitate a grief group in January 2021.

Presently, another endeavor is to co-facilitate a retreat 
titled, ’Trusting That All Will Be Well. In times of crisis, 
how can we keep the flame of our abiding trust in God’s 
providence alive.”  We will be using the Book of Job and 
Julian of Norwich as the basis of study and reflection.  
Deacon Chuck and I will begin Sunday, September 27th for 6 
weeks meeting via zoom.

I never would have imagined my future work after 
retiring.  In the meantime, I will remain open to God’s next 
steps for me.

 
Blessings of the Heart 

Sister Maggie Glynn, FSP 
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Sister Maggie Glynn, FSP

Blessings of the Heart
Sister Maggie Glynn, FSP

Ministering to One Another at Seton Manor
Sister Kathleen O’Farrell, FSP

For the last five years I have lived at 
Seton Manor, an apartment building for 
Senior Citizens.  Those who reside there 
are mostly African American and Hispanic.  
Most of my religious life I have ministered 
to these very special people. What a 
privilege it is to live among them!

I have found Seton Manor to be a 
welcoming, caring place.  On the floor 
where I have my apartment there are three 
persons in particular that define caring.  
Sara who loves my cats, Henrick and 
Lenny, and enjoys being their nurturer 
when I am away.   I was able to be present 
to Sara when she was ill.

Marie who visits me periodically and informs me 
when there are complimentary donations for all residents 

sent by various organizations.  Marie has 
also gifted me with beautiful pot holders 
which she artistically created.

John travels around in a wheel chair.  
When the UPS person failed to deliver a 
large bag of cat litter to my apartment 
and left it on the first floor, it was John 
who delivered it to me using the step at 
the bottom of his wheel chair.  I will never 
forget this act of kindness.  We also have 
quite a few other cats who reside here 
and give joy and love to their caregivers.

As Franciscan Sisters we honor our 
founder St. Francis of Assisi, who is the 

patron saint of animals and ecology.  May all people 
realize that we can live in peace and harmony together 
and with our precious animals.
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Peacemaking Through Renewal
Reflection on Retirement and Ministry

Sister Pat Glynn, FSP

Contemplation, Gratitude, and Joy!
Sister Pat McDermott, FSP

Reflection on ministry at Seton 
Manor comes through the eyes of a 
retired sister in her eighties, and from 
the perspective of living in a low-
income building, consisting of 80 plus 
apartments representing a blend of 
many cultures and people sharing a 
commonality of living in Seton Manor.

Ministry is not definable.  It has no 
name such as teacher or nurse.  It has 

no timetable – no scheduled hours.  It is more time spent 
in prayer with a list of intentions that keeps growing and 
growing.  It embodies the unexpected, flexibility, laughter, 
tears, patience, compassion, and seeing through different 
eyes.

It is reminiscent of an old TV show, “The Naked City” 
whose opening refrain always reminded us that there are 
millions of stories out there, and this is one of them.  So it is 
at Seton Manor.  It is the little lady, probably on the edge of 
dementia, lost and knocking on your door for help to find her 
way home.  She doesn’t remember the number; it is finding 
a little dog, lost, whimpering by the elevator because among 
all the closed doors, he doesn’t know where to go; it is the 

teenager sharing with you, as he visits his grandmother and 
telling you with sad eyes that she needs him, and he needs 
her; It is the adult granddaughter, grieving at the loss of her 
grandmother, but telling you, how much her grandmother 
loved me, and my tears flow with hers.

It is the exterminator arriving at early dawn, and knocking 
on the door, and I am in the shower, knowing that if I do 
not answer the door, it will be opened by the super because 
extermination is a requirement.  Thus, man in a hurry meets 
Nun in a robe.  Ministry of laughter is pretty strong here; 
it is receiving food from charities, knowing that people are 
watching to see if you are one of them, or if you are above 
charity; it is explaining notes to people who can’t understand 
them – sometimes can’t see them; it is being patient with 
the one who around midnight awakens you because he 
pushed the wrong entrance button; it is the one who excels 
in creativity with wearing a mask choosing different faces, 
and giving you a glimpse of who she/he really is beneath 
the mask.  Ministry is walking with all the wonders, beauty 
ambiguities, idiosyncrasies, and craziness of human life.  It 
is touching all the humanness that make up each day, and 
make each one special.  It is being involved with the stories 
and people that make up life and that give us life!

 Life happens when you’re making other plans.  In the last 
quarter of 2017 after fifty-five years of active ministry, I had 
extensive knee surgery and months of recuperation.  In 2018, 
my limitations in climbing stairs opened the possibility of 
residing in Marian Woods, an independent adult living facility 
that was collaboratively built by five religious congregations, 
one of which was the Franciscan Sisters of Peace.  It was a 
great option – a place filled with many opportunities to meet 
new people, make new friends, take part in new activities, and 
learn new things, to name a few.  All in a beautiful environment 
where meals were prepared, cleaning services provided, and 
…an elevator. Still tis is a “bare bones” description of all that 
Marian Woods is.
 This was a time of transition and facing the limitations and 
untapped potential of aging.  There was a separation from the 
familiar with the challenge to chart another way of living a 
full Franciscan life.  There was the presence, example, and 
inspiration of many other Sisters who had charted their way 
ahead.  My own time of letting go, learning, understanding 
and continued growth had an atmosphere of spiritual, 
physical, social, and psychological supports.
 What happened?  With more time for prayer, reflection, and 
relaxation, I began gathering all the things I learned in my 
experience of teaching, from those in my outreach to the isolated 
elderly, from serving in my own community, from volunteer 

work in an AIDS program as well as a 
drug rehab program.  It was a bounty of 
unmerited love, understanding, wonder 
and surprise in both expected and 
unexpected places.  There were regrets, 
too – a healthy grounding in limitations 
and acceptance.
 That window of reflection on the past 
seeded my awareness to pay attention 
to the present ministry of the ordinary, 
albeit now an ordinary confined by COVID-19.  We are also 
a community of prayer, communal and personal. There is 
an intensification of the need to pray as never before for 
our fractured world and current problems.  There is time to 
continue to read, study, and reflect on serious issues like 
immigration, racism, the suffering, care of creation, and the 
direction of our country.  Close to home there are the requests 
of prayer and personal intentions. 
 On another note sustenance is provided by our loving God, 
other people, and life’s simple joys. I find myself stopped by the 
beauty of a flower, music, and art. I am surprised by my own 
laughter and delight in watching programs about animals. 
There is the savoring of fresh vegetables from the community 
garden. And more… Life is full in all its dimensions, especially 
the time for contemplation, gratitude, and joy. 

Sister Pat Glynn, FSP

Sister Pat McDermott, FSP
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Peacemaking Through Renewal

Marian Woods Update
Sr. Constance Gaynor, FSP

The “new” news here at Marian 
Woods is that we may have 
VISITORS with a number of 
restrictions due to the continuing 
pandemic. All visits must be 
outside, all must wear masks 
and keep safe distance rules. 
Visitors must stop at the entrance, 
complete a form, and have 
temperatures taken. Visits can 
be scheduled from 1:30 pm to 
4:30 pm.

Each day in the absence of Mass, we have a Communion 
Service planned by Sr. Mary Dempsey, O.P. Director of 
Pastoral Care. Residents volunteer as Prayer Leaders, 
Lectors and Eucharistic Ministers. The Pastor of our local 
parish supplies us with consecrated hosts for Communion.

Sr. Mary schedules the Rosary for Peace, First Friday 
Holy Hours, Prayer Services for special intentions, and 
lectures on spiritual topics. Resident Sr. Rose Marie FSP 
lends her musical training with organ accompaniment 
for our Chapel Services. OUR BELL CHOIR, under the 
direction of Sr. Christi, RSM provides a special addition 
on special feast days.

 Fortunately for residents our many scheduled activities 
continue. With the creative talents of our Activity Director, 
Mary James and those of resident Sr. Christi, we can be as 
active as we choose. Many residents enjoy reading and the 
daily newspapers as well as many books are available in 
our Reading Room. Most Sisters also enjoy watching T.V. 
for news or special programs. A large number of sports 
enthusiasts watch games of favorite teams. This creates 
some rivalries with some betting especially at World Series, 
and Super Bowls.

MOVIES are shown every week-end, and sometimes 
in between. Weekly BINGO games as well as LOTTERY 
tickets are favorites. Though we cannot travel, there are 
weekly “ARMCHAIR TRAVEL TOURS” to different parts 
of the world often with refreshments to match!

Sr. Christi has held a series of ART CLASSES so we 
learn as we paint in different mediums. Our “Masterpieces” 
are quickly displayed for all to see, usually with a bit of 
touchup by our instructor!  Sr. Marlene, SHCJ has a weekly 
“STORY HOUR” with unique and engaging presentations 
of favorites. Seated TAI CHI is held three to four times a 
week. Our well-equipped gym is often in use and “walking 

the halls” for exercise is preferred by some. In nice weather 
our park-like grounds attract walkers as well. 

Living as we do surrounded by wooded areas and green 
space, animal watching provides another interest in birds, 
deer, coyotes and fox as well as other smaller creatures.

Sister Mary Landon, FSP and Sister Pat Kenny, RSM 
have been caring for our two enclosed gardens with daily 
planting, watering and weeding with wonderful results – 
some flowers and other herbs and vegetables.

The POOL has been open all summer providing great 
exercise for our swimmers, as well as a beautiful place 
for any of us to read or socialize in shade or sun. With 
its closure at the end of the month, perhaps BOCCI will 
resume its place, enjoyed by many residents whether as 
players or as cheer leaders.

Mary James helps us celebrate monthly Birthdays, 
decorates for holidays and surprises us with occasional 
“ICE CREAM SOCIALS”. For Labor Day for example, 
having collected data and photos from each Sister about 
their ministries, computer copies of these were used as 
wall decorations in the Dining Room.

So, we continue a very active retirement keeping up 
our mental, spiritual and physical status, with gratitude 
to the staff and volunteer residents who put their talents 
at our disposal. Retirement!

Sister Constance Gaynor, FSP

Marion Woods Chapel
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Sister Regina Miriam
AKA: Catherine McWilliams

We remember with love each of our 
sisters who died. We celebrate their lives 
and the example they offered to the 
Franciscan Sisters of Peace, their families, 
their friends, the Church and the world.  
These women embraced the call to be 
Franciscans of Peace.  They lived lives of 
faithfulness and commitment while they 
were with us, and we depend upon them 
now to continue to pray on our behalf.  
May they rest in the arms of the loving 
God they so faithfully served!

Sister Regina Miriam McWilliams, FSP of the Franciscan 
Sisters of Peace, died peacefully on April 1, 2020 at St. Cabrini 
Nursing Home in Dobbs Ferry, NY.  Catherine was born in New 
York City on November 14, 1927 to Isabella Ferris and Ralph 
McWilliams.  She had six siblings all of whom predeceased 
her:  Michael, Thomas, Margaret, Colette, Theresa and Ralph.  
She attended Sacred Heart Grammar School in Manhattan and 
graduated from Cathedral High School in June 1946.  In her first 
year at Cathedral High School she met the Franciscan Sisters 
and entered their novitiate in Peekskill, NY in March of 1947.

After her religious profession, Sr. Regina Miriam was 
assigned to the field of Elementary Education and remained 
in that ministry for fifty-six years.  She earned her Bachelor’s 
degree in English at Ladycliff College, Highland Falls, NY and 
later studied at Seton Hall University in South Orange, NJ where 
she achieved a Master’s degree in Education Administration in 
1976.

During her early years she taught at Immaculate Conception 
School in West New York, St. Joseph’s School in Bogota, NJ, 
St. Patrick’s School in Verplanck, St. Veronica’s School in NYC, 
Guardian Angel School in Peekskill, St. Joseph’s School in 
West New York, Our Lady Queen of Martyrs in NYC. She was 
appointed as Principal of St. Joseph’s School in Bogota, NJ and 
served in that role for six years.  Illness interrupted her tenure 
as Principal in 1978 but Sr. Regina Miriam was able to return to 
that role in 1983 serving for another twenty-one years!

During her teaching tenure Sr. Regina Miriam received 
permanent licensing in education in both New York and New 
Jersey.  She was also certified as Principal by the State of New 
Jersey in 1972.  In 2003 she received the STARS award as a 
tribute to her service in the field of education.

She retired from active ministry in 2004 and continued to 
reside in Bogota until 2010 when she moved to a collaborative 
retirement facility, Marian Woods located in Hartsdale, NY and 
remained in residence there until 2017.  Due to her need for 
skilled care, Sr. Regina Miriam was moved to St. Cabrini Nursing 
Home in Dobbs Ferry, NY. Because of the Coronavirus pandemic, 
no wake or funeral services could be held at this time.  A 
Memorial Mass will be celebrated when possible at a later date.

Sister Regina Miriam was a woman who made a difference 
in the lives of so many – students, parents, and colleagues.  
She was a teacher and administrator who served her God and 
congregation faithfully for years as a Franciscan Sister.  We 
thank God for her life in community and pray she will enjoy the 
fullness of the presence of her God.  Well done Sister Regina 
Miriam, good and faithful servant.

Sister Maureen Kelly, FSP
AKA: Sister John Agnes

Sister Maureen Kelly, FSP, formerly 
known as Sister John Agnes, was the 
second child of four born August 16, 
1935 in New York City to John and 
Agnes Kelly.  She was raised north of 
the George Washington Bridge often 
referred to as Inwood. There she 
attended Our Lady Queen of Martyrs 
Elementary School where she met 
the Franciscan Sisters.   She attended 
Cathedral High School for girls located 
on Lexington Ave. in Manhattan, NY.  
After graduating from high school in 1953, Maureen entered 
the Franciscan Missionary Sisters of the Sacred Heart in 
Peekskill, NY and professed her first vows in 1955.

Sister Maureen pursued higher education at Ladycliff 
College in Highland Falls, NY graduating with a BA degree in 
History and English.  Later, she studied at Hunter College in 
Manhattan where she earned an MA in History.

Sister Maureen was one of 112 founding members of the 
Franciscan Sisters of Peace established in 1986.  Throughout 
her years of ministry, she taught in Philadelphia, New 
Jersey and New York on the elementary level as well as the 
secondary level.

While ministering at St. Joseph’s High School in West 
New York, NJ, she served as the chairperson of the History 
Department. After completing studies at Seton Hall University 
in South Orange, NJ where she received an MA in Student 
Personnel Services and Guidance she served as Director of 
Guidance at both St. Joseph’s High School, West New York, 
NJ and St. Dominic’s Academy, Jersey City, NJ for thirty-six 
years.  During these years she received special recognition 
as “Counselor of the County” for her dedicated service to 
students, parents, educators and the community as well as 
for promoting the highest ideals of the school counseling 
profession.  It was Sister Maureen’s energy, joy, and generous 
spirit that were gifts to her students for so many years.

In 2011 she retired from her ministry at St. Dominic’s 
Academy and served as Eucharistic Minister and Lector at St. 
Joseph’s Parish, Bogota, NJ.  In early 2018, due to declining 
health, Sister Maureen moved to Marian Woods in Hartsdale, 
a collaborative adult care facility for women religious from 
various communities.  Since 2019, she had been a resident 
of St. Cabrini Nursing Home in Dobbs Ferry, NY.  It was there 
that she befriended other residents and staff ministering in 
her own special way to all she encountered.

Sister Maureen is survived by her brother, John Kelly 
and her sister Eileen Giordan as well as many nieces and 
nephews and several grand nieces and nephews.  A Memorial 
Mass and celebration of her life will be offered at a later date.   
Maureen was an inspiration to all and will be deeply missed.  
We thank God for her life in community and pray she will 
enjoy the fullness of the presence of her God.  Well done, 
Sister Maureen, good and faithful servant.

Sister Maureen Kelly, FSP
Sister Regina Miriam
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Instruments of Peace

FALL SWEEPSTAKES WINNERS – 2020
Just as the seasons change, so does our congregation 

end one season of accomplishments while moving into 
another season of new directions.  Our Sisters are so 
thankful for your great generosity throughout the year.  
We have just finalized our Franciscan Fall Sweepstakes 
with the general drawing on October 7, 2020.  Our 
Early Bird special was drawn on August 5, 2020 and 
that winner of $500.00 was Ms. Joanie Smith, Whiting, 
NJ.  The winners drawn for October 7th are as follows:

WINNER STATE AMOUNT
Frances Bruggemann River Vale, NJ $500.00
Walter Jaslanek Lincoln Park, NJ $500.00
Robert DeRosa Blauvelt, NY $500.00
Lynn Theobald Caldwell, NJ $500.00
Denise Patti Liberty, NY $500.00
John Capasso Cornwall, NY $500.00
Deanne E. Sudol Elmwood Park, NJ $500.00
Gerrie Motichka Bergenfield, NJ $500.00
Nancy Stupik Glendora, CA $500.00

Congratulations to all of our winners! 

At this writing, our gross revenue 
from the Franciscan Fall Raffle is 
$24,486.00 minus $7,123.00 for 
prizes, printing tickets, envelopes, 
letters, inserts and postage, etc.  In 
addition, we received $11,375.in 
donations. All of the proceeds go 
to the support of our sisters who 
are in ministries, the care of our 
senior sisters and those in Cabrini 
Nursing Home, operating costs and maintenance of our 
Congregation Center.  We are truly very grateful to each 
of you for your continued support of our community.  
We are very happy to have a special Mass offered for 
the intentions of all our Benefactors and we wish you 
and your loved ones continued well-being during this 
trying time.  May God bless each of you.

Sister Catherine Mary, FSP

 Like everyone else, many areas of our lives, both as 
individuals and as a Congregation, have been affected by 
the Covid pandemic.  For the first time ever, we celebrated 
the feast of St. Francis virtually this year. Our leadership 
engaged Sister Margaret Carney, OSF, past Dean and Director 
of the Franciscan Institute and President Emeritus 
of St. Bonaventure’s University, to address us 
on, “Living Our Charism of Peace in Uncertain 
Times.” 
 Mastering Zoom was a challenge for some of 
us, but with perseverance, prayer, patience and 
humor we celebrated “together” on October 3rd.  
We got to see each other’s faces, and we enjoyed 
a memorable celebration.
 Our day opened with a prayer service based 
on The First World Day of Prayer for Peace in 
Assisi in 1996.  In two sessions, Sr. Margaret 
spoke to us of Incarnation, Inculturation, and 
acceptance of suffering.  She reminded us that, while these 
are difficult times, our Church has faced many obstacles and 
undergone many challenges throughout history. She spoke 
of the concept of “dedicated suffering” that we endorsed at 
our last Chapter, and reminded us that for Francis suffering 
was part of his prayer life as well as of his physical life. 
 Sr. Margaret challenged us to find ways to live out 
the concept of “dedicated suffering” in our lives today as 

Francis did in his. She reminded us that, regardless of what 
actions we may or may not be able to take because of age, 
infirmities or other commitments, we can pray, we can keep 
abreast of society’s needs, we can encourage others with 
whom we share the journey through these difficult days. 

 After each of Sister Margaret’s sessions, 
through the marvels of Zoom, we were able 
to have small group discussions, sharing our 
reflections and encouraging each other as we 
continue the journey together. 
 Yes, the pandemic has affected our lives.  It 
has taught us many things:  if we have felt tested 
by it all, we have also felt strengthened by our 
faith and our commitment to each other. If we 
could not connect physically, we found ways to 
come together spiritually or technologically.  We 
are learning new things.  We are being reminded 
of what’s really important in life, and of how 

much we have to be grateful for. 
 St. Francis lived in gratitude amid the suffering and 
challenges of his day. He found ways to be an instrument 
of peace to those he encountered. Whatever the next steps 
on our road to recovery may be, may we, like him, be 
grateful for the blessings of each day and may we find the 
always present little ways of keeping together and of being 
instruments of God’s peace.
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BE REMEMBERED FOREVER…
By naming the Sisters of St. Francis of Peace in your Will.

For further information, contact:
Director of Development/Sisters of St. Francis of Peace

20 Ridge Street, Haverstraw, NY 10927
(845) 942-2527, Ext. 107

The Sisters thank you for your continued support of their 
ministries.  

Please indicate on the enclosed envelope if you will name the 
Sisters of St. Francis of Peace in your will or already have named 
them in your will.

My Ministry at the Passaic Neighborhood Center for Women
Sister Elaine Maguire, FSP

The Passaic Neighborhood Center For Women opened its doors in September 2013 and is jointly sponsored by the Diocese 
of Paterson, NJ and 15 Congregations of women religious.

I serve as Associate Director to Sister Ann Marie Paul, S.C.C. who is Director of the Center and Sister Gerardine Tantstis, 
S.C.C. who is Administrative Assistant.  We are helped by women lay and religious volunteers including Sister Catherine 
Raymond, FSP.  

The Mission of the Center is to provide a safe environment for women. Sometimes it is necessary for them to bring their 
children with them and we try and find activities for the children.  These women learn about our center mostly by word of 
mouth and through their friends. We provide classes in quilting and crocheting as well as ESL classes since most of the 
women speak Spanish and very little English.  Weekly classes are also held to help build the womens’ self-esteem.  Other 
topics/activities of interest to the women are scheduled throughout the year.

We are very proud of the fifteen raised garden beds that the women take care of and 
harvest for their families. This was our seventh season to receive a grant from City Green 
to purchase and repair raised garden beds, purchase seeds, plants and fertilizer.  We also 
received a donation of plants from Williams Nursery in Westfield, NJ and a monetary 
donation from the Northeast Coalition.

The women were very ingenious at adding additional garden pots next to their 
raised gardens.  The women have been taking home papalo, cilantro, tomatoes, peppers, 
cucumbers, eggplants and herbs.

Due to Covid-19 we revised our programs to hold some of the programs on our porches 
and in the garden area.   This year we needed to purchase small individual tools and 
gloves for each woman.  We emphasized no sharing of tools and the need to wear masks 
and maintain social distancing.  The women told us what days and times would work for 
them to water all gardens and take care of their own garden so as to control the number 
of women in the garden area at any given time.

The women in the crochet class were invited to come to the back porch on a specific 
day and time to pick up yarn.  One project was for whatever they wanted to crochet for 
themselves and the next project was to make two small baby blankets for St. Mary’s 
Hospital.  The blankets are given to newborn babies as they leave the hospital in their car 
seat.

We distribute pampers and wipes and also Shop Rite gift cards.  Women call our Center 
with these requests on a very regular basis.  We can tell them the day and the time to come 
to our front porch to pick up these items.  Shop Rite gift cards are always a real need and 
especially at this time.  

The Center has been closed and we are currently interviewing our women by phone, 
with broad questions, to get a sense of their interest in coming back to the Center, if we 
opened it up partially at this time and what their needs are now. 

We pray for guidance at this time as we continue to be hope-filled in reaching out to 
the women/children of Passaic. We all feel we receive much more FROM the women than 
we give.


