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Prayers for your Intentions
Each day we pray for the needs of our friends and 
benefactors.  Our Benefactors are also remembered 
in a special monthly Mass offered for your intentions.  
If you would like us to pray for a special intention, 
please write it on the enclosed remit envelope.  We 
also enjoy sending birthday cards to our donors so be 
sure to send your special day to us found also on the 
remit envelope so we can keep you in prayer.

Refreshed and Renewed in SpiritRefreshed and Renewed in Spirit 
 

 
Each year our Sisters are fortunate enough to make a retreat and return to their assignments refreshed 
and renewed in spirit!  The meaning of a spiritual retreat can be different for different people and 
religious communities.  A retreat can either be a time of solitude or a community experience.  Some 
retreats are held in silence, and on others there may be a great deal of conversation, depending on the 
understanding and accepted practices of the host facility and/or the participant(s).  Retreats are often 
conducted at rural or remote locations, either privately, or at a retreat center such as a retreat house 
sponsored by a religious community.   A number of retreat centers maintain “Hermitages” on their 
grounds.  Individuals sometimes prefer a time of total separation from their usual pattern. 

Spiritual retreats allow time for reflection, prayer, or meditation.  The Christian retreat can be defined in 
the simplest of terms as a definite time (from a few hours in length to a month) spent away from one’s 
normal life for the purpose of reconnecting, usually in prayer, with God.  

Spiritual retreats may have various themes that reinforce Christian values, principles, and scriptural 
understanding.  They may be individual or involve a group.  Retreats for Christian youth groups are 
common, as are getaways for Sunday School classes, men’s and women’s Bible study groups, and 
Christian school field trips.  Common locations for Christian retreats include churches and retreat 
centers.  Retreat centers typically offer overnight accommodations, meals, activities, meeting rooms and 
chapel space.  The spiritual exercises are intended for people wanting to live closer to God’s will for their 
life. 

For Someone who has major changes in any areas of his/her life within the year a retreat experience will 
help one better understand and give the necessary insights and courage you will need.  It lifts emotional 
burdens; some we are not even aware of.   

Pope Francis in his exhortation Gaudete et Exultate tells us “Do not be afraid of holiness.  It will take 
away none of your energy, vitality or joy.  On the contrary you will become what the Father had in mind 
when he created you, and you will be faithful to your deepest self.” 

 

Each year our Sisters are for-
tunate enough to make a retreat 
and return to their assignments 
refreshed and renewed in spirit!  
The meaning of a spiritual re-
treat can be different for different 
people and religious communi-
ties.  A retreat can either be a 
time of solitude or a community 
experience.  Some retreats are 
held in silence, and on others there may be a great deal 
of conversation, depending on the understanding and ac-
cepted practices of the host facility and/or the participant(s).  
Retreats are often conducted at rural or remote locations, 
either privately, or at a retreat center such as a retreat 
house sponsored by a religious community.   A number of 
retreat centers maintain “Hermitages” on their grounds.  
Individuals sometimes prefer a time of total separation 
from their usual pattern.

Spiritual retreats allow time for reflection, prayer, or 
meditation.  The Christian retreat can be defined in the 
simplest of terms as a definite time (from a few hours in 
length to a month) spent away from one’s normal life for 
the purpose of reconnecting, usually in prayer, with God. 

Spiritual retreats may have various themes that reinforce 
Christian values, principles, and scriptural understanding.  
They may be individual or involve a group.  Retreats for 
Christian youth groups are common, as are getaways for 
Sunday School classes, men’s and women’s Bible study 

groups, and Christian school 
field trips.  Common locations 
for Christian retreats include 
churches and retreat centers.  
Retreat centers typically offer 
overnight accommodations, 
meals, activities, meeting rooms 
and chapel space.  The spiritual 
exercises are intended for people 
wanting to live closer to God’s 

will for their life.
For Someone who has major changes in any areas of 

his/her life within the year a retreat experience will help 
one better understand and give the necessary insights and 
courage you will need.  It lifts emotional burdens; some 
we are not even aware of.  

Pope Francis in his exhortation Gaudete et Exultate tells 
us “Do not be afraid of holiness.  It will take away none 
of your energy, vitality or joy.  On the contrary you will 
become what the Father had in mind when he created you, 
and you will be faithful to your deepest self.”
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Sister Helen Wacker, FSP

Yourself: The Greatest Gift You Can Give

A Visit to the Sisters at Mt. St. Francis, Peekskill, NY
Sister Justine Marcucci, FSP

On Thursday, Sep-
tember 5th, at the invi-
tation of Sister Laura 
Morgan, Provincial Su-
perior of the Francis-
can Missionary Sisters 
of the Sacred Heart, 
nine of us from Mar-
ian Woods went to Mt. 
St. Francis.  We were 
delighted to spend 
quality time not only with the sisters.  The staff and in 
particular, our faithful friend and Chaplain, Father Reinbold, 

Each year the consumer industry begins to push the 
Christmas season on us earlier and earlier. Christmas 
decorations adorn the stores prior to Halloween. In general, 
Christmas and the holiday season is the time when most 
people’s thoughts turn to giving. Recent research tells us 
that 30% of all giving in the United States occurs during 
the month of December. Consequently, this research does 
not suggest an evenness of gift giving throughout the year. 
However, every person’s most fundamental vocation, moral 
responsibility, and source of fulfillment is authentic self-
giving. This is evident in Sacred Scripture, the life of the 
Church, experience and research.

In Vatican II’s Gaudium et Spes #24, “God, Who has fa-
therly concern for everyone, has willed that all men should 
constitute one family and treat one another in a spirit of 
brotherhood. For having been created in the image of God, 
Who ‘from one man has created the whole human race and 
made them live all over the face of the earth’ (Acts 17:26), 
all men are called to one and the same goal, namely God 
Himself. This likeness reveals that man, who is the only 
creature on earth which God willed for itself, cannot fully 
find himself except through a sincere gift of himself (Luke 
17:33). In other words, our life is a gift of God, and our 
intrinsic dignity is rooted in being created in God’s image. 
Through the power of the Holy Spirit, we appreciate that we 
are made in God’s image and recognize our identity. Our co-
operation with God’s grace establishes His kingdom within 
us, and in our own area of influence. It grows silently and 
obscurely like a seed in the ground. Made in God’s image, 
we are called to cultivate and use our gifts, a practice of 
self-stewardship, to make visible the Creator on earth.

As far as research, Emma Seppala, Ph.D, an author, 
speaker and research scientist, notes in her article The 
Greatest Gift You Can Give: Yourself the ways that you can 
capitalize on yourself, as gift. Some of the suggestions are: 
1. CONNECT. Social connections increase our psychological 
and physical health and lead to a 50% increased chance of 
longevity. We are born to connect and we thrive when we 

do so; consequently, it pays to be 
there for others in any small way. 
2. BE AUTHENTIC & VULNER-
ABLE. Research shows that true 
connections with others comes 
from a willingness to be vulner-
able, a common trait (gift), that we 
can connect with others in a deep 
way. We are all only human. 3. 
LISTEN. A simple gift is to listen to 
someone attentively 100%, by tak-
ing in their perspective fully and 
allow them to express themselves. 4. BE GRATEFUL. Sur-
prisingly, research shows us that on a daily basis 3 times 
more positive things happen to us than negative; however, 
it is more common to remember the negative things. Grat-
itude is an anecdote for those tendencies. 5. BE HAPPY. 
Surprisingly, research shows that our well-being impacts 
those around us up to “ 3 degrees of separation” away from 
us. By attending to our own happiness, which some people 
may think is a selfish endeavor, we make those around us 
happier as well as the friends of friends around us happier! 
6. BE SELF-COMPASSIONATE. To truly be happy, research 
tells us to choose selfcompassion and treat ourselves with 
gentleness and understanding. When things become chal-
lenging, try to develop a broader perspective of the situa-
tion by holding your thoughts and emotions in awareness 
without overly identifying with them.

We may not think in terms of ourselves as sitting on 
a treasure trove, but we each have something to give. A 
sincere gift of self means to give from the heart. It is not a 
feeling without effect, but a giving which really gives some-
thing. The meaning of life is to find your gift, the purpose 
of life is to give it away. (Joy J. Golliver) Not only at Christ-
mas, but throughout the year, give the most precious and 
inexpensive gift: YOU!

extended a heartfelt 
and warm welcome to 
each of us.  A delicious 
dinner was served.  
This was made more 
enjoyable by the pres-
ence and conversation 
we shared with all 
who were able to be 
present.  Like all of us 
at Marian Woods, the 

extent of their activity is limited.  Our prayers and sacrifices 
make life for all of us worth living.
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Comments from our Residents of Marian Woods
Marian Woods Convent opened in 2001 as an intercommunity residence for senior sisters, fulfilling the vision of five 

founding congregations and the many friends who through their prayers and support helped bring this very special project 
to fruition.  Marian Woods provides these sisters with health-related support services and the opportunity for prayer, study 
and enrichment activities in a comfortable and peaceful setting.

Below are comments from some of our Franciscan Sisters of Peace who reside at Marian Woods:

Sister Eileen Lindsay, FSP  – “Living at Marian Woods is a 
great place to be: spiritually and practically, from the front offices 
to the medical office, to each other as Franciscan Comrades.”  

Sister Justine Marcucci, FSP – “I am a fortunate resident of 
Marian Woods, a 50-bed adult care facility for women religious.  
It was in June 2011, that I arrived as a resident.  For me, this 
was a day of blessings.  I enjoy a large private room enhanced 
with a complete bath.  Each of the five communities enjoy the 
privacy of a large community room for meetings, gatherings 
and parties.  The Chapel, designed as a spiritual center, is 
available for daily Mass, prayer services and private devotions.  
We also enjoy the services available in our dining room, library, 
recreation room, arts and crafts facility and physical therapy 
center.  The comfortable building and peaceful surroundings 
offer the opportunity to live with a focus on wellness and on 
our God.”  

Sister Mary Daniel Bauer, FSP – “Marian Woods has been 
my home since I retired in 2015.  It has been a wonderful change 
for me, living in a community with four other religious orders.  
I, also enjoy the change from city life to life in the suburbs.  
The friends I have made give me a sense of belonging.  This 
is a place where everyone strives to make one feel connected 
and welcome.  The many activities and prayer services, we 
share, bring us joy and a feeling of accomplishment.  Marian 
Woods is a paradise on earth, a true gift to all residing here.”  

“Mighty and wonderful are your works Lord God Almighty.”  
Revelation: 15.

Sister Pat McDermott, FSP – “What began as a need and 
a dream for the Franciscan Sisters of Peace, Sisters of Mercy, 
Blauvelt Dominicans, and Sisters of the Holy Child Jesus has 
become a reality and blessing for myself and my Franciscan 
Sisters at Marian Woods.  We had collaborated with these Sisters 
to build something that we could not have done alone.  Marian 
Woods is a welcoming place where we are in community not 
only with our FSP sisters, but also with the sisters of these 
communities.  I am grateful for the opportunity to share my 
life, my experiences, my prayer and ministry in this beautiful 
and caring residence.”

Sister Connie Gaynor, FSP – “This month finds me a resident 
of Marian Woods for a third year, and each has been filled with 
blessings. Every morning my day begins in our beautiful Chapel 
with a prayer of thanksgiving for the night passed, a new day 
of life, and the beauty, peace and goodness that surrounds 
me here.  It has been a unique experience for me to learn the 
stories of the wonderful women from diverse congregations who 
are in residence and their witness to consecrated life and their 
giftedness to the Church.  Planned activities as well as time for 
individual interests and more quiet and stillness than we’ve 
had in the past are part of our lives. A superb staff contributes 
to our well being.” 

November – Month of Poor Souls
October and November are important months in the Catholic 

Church.  October honors the Rosary of Our Lady,  with many of 
the devout praying to the Blessed Mother to ease their hearts 
and ask for guidance.  And in November, we honor those who 
have died, and pray for their eternal souls on All Souls Day.

We Christians are encouraged to celebrate LIFE: our own 
lives as gifted by God in Jesus and the lives of our sisters 
and brothers who have gone before us.  Each November we, 
Franciscan Sisters of Peace, make a special prayer remembrance 
of those who have died, celebrating “All Saints on November 1st 
and “All Souls” on November 2nd.

We believe that Life is a gift that 
continues, even after death.  The phrase of 
the Eucharistic Prayer for funeral Masses 
boldly reminds us: “Indeed, for your faithful 
Lord, life is changed, not ended.”  The gift 
of God’s life in our loved ones does not 
die; sadness and grief may come but their 
memory lives on – often sparked in a favorite 
song lyric, a favorite food, vacation time, or a prayer they once 
shared with us.  Let us not forget to celebrate the life of all our 
beloved deceased.

Sister Eileen  
Lindsay, FSP

Sister Justine  
Marcucci, FSP

Sister Mary Daniel  
Bauer, FSP

Sister Pat  
McDermott, FSP

Sister Connie  
Gaynor, FSp



“Speak Lord, for your servant is listening.”   –1 Samuel 3:104

Peacemaking Through Companionship

Ladycliff Reunion – Welcome Home Alumni!
Sister Clare Kelleher, FSP

Why is Ladycliff College so special you may ask. Reunions 
and anniversaries tell the story!  They are great opportunities to 
strengthen relationships with old friends and reconnect.  For those 
of you who may not be familiar Ladycliff, a Catholic residential 
College for women, was founded in 1933 by the Franciscan Sisters 
of Peekskill.  The College was located in Highland Falls, NY, on the 
west bank of the Hudson River about 50 miles north of New York 
City on property adjacent to the United States Military Academy 
at West Point.  A vibrant, College by the 1970’s, Ladycliff was 
forced to close in 1980 for financial reasons.  Two thousand 
six hundred sixty-one women graduated from Ladycliff.  An 
additional three thousand students enrolled as non-matriculated 
students through the years.  Male students were admitted as day 
students when men discharged from the military service could 
benefit from the G.I. Bill during the 40’s and 50’s.

 Led by a Board of Directors representing several graduating 
classes, the Ladycliff Alumnae Association is committed to 
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Peacemaking Through Companionship

Ladycliff Reunion – Welcome Home Alumni!
Sister Clare Kelleher, FSP

maintaining a current database of graduates, coordinating an 
annual luncheon, and remaining in contact with the Franciscan 
Sisters of Peekskill and the Franciscan Sisters of Peace.  The 
Alumnae Association does maintain a mailing address at P.O. 
Box 104 Highland Falls, NY 10928 or webmaster@ladycliff.org 
and would love to keep its’ alumnae files up to date.

We were delighted to see many familiar faces and some new 
ones at the Reunion on June 9, 2019 at the Thayer Hotel on the 
grounds of the U.S. Military Academy at West Point, NY.  There 
was a wonderful exchange of photos and memories.  Bonds 
between many of the former students and Sisters have formed, 
thus making us truly one big family.  The Franciscan Missionary 
Sisters in Peekskill, NY and the Franciscan Sisters of Peace in 
Haverstraw, NY were each given a very generous donation to 
help support the retired and infirm sisters.  Everyone is welcome 
to next year’s reunion on June 13, 2020.  “Oh, Alma Mater, 
Ladycliff, we pledge our love to thee…”
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Sr. Maria Pozzobon, FMSC (Sr. Crocefissa) 
Born: February 7, 1923

Entered Religious Life: October 3, 1945
Professed: October 6, 1947

Final Profession: October 6, 1952
Date of Death: June 14, 2019

Sr. Maria Pozzobon. FMSC 
(Sr. Crocefissa) entered into 
eternal life on June 14, 2019. 
She was born in Cavasagra, 
Italy on February 7, 1923, 
one of 11 children of Joseph 
and Angela and entered the 
Franciscan Missionary Sisters 
of the Sacred Heart on October 
3, 1945.   On January 8, 1948 
Sister came to America, where she worked in the Sisters’ 
Infirmary.  There she was taught to give injections 
and administer medications.  The Provincial invited 
Sister Maria to study nursing, but Sister replied that 
she only had a fourth-grade education and was fearful 
that she would be 90 years old before she finished 
school.  All who knew Sister saw that she did not 
need professional training to be a compassionate and 
successful health care worker.                     

In 1966 she was assigned to Ladycliff College to 
take charge of the health of the college girls. She also 
worked for many years as an advisor and hostess for 
the many couples who came to Ladycliff for Cana 
Conferences and Marriage Encounter weekends.  In 
1980 Sister returned to Mt. St. Francis and continued 
her work and gentle presence in the Infirmary until 
her health led her to be a patient there.  

The Pozzobon family gave many of their children 
to serve God’s church. Joseph and Pietro were 
priests, Giovanni a Jesuit brother, Ida and Graziosa 
were Carmelite Sisters, and Antonia and Maria were 
Franciscan Missionary Sisters of the Sacred Heart.  
We thank God for their vocations, and especially the 
presence of Sister Maria in the St. Francis Province.  In 
Sister Maria’s file she ended the account of her life with 
this quote: “I have been very happy in my Religious 
life.  God follows me wherever I go and has helped me 
in all my needs.  God was with me on the journey.” 

Sr. Maria Pozzobon, FMSC (Sr. Crocefissa)  
Born: February 7, 1923 
Entered Religious Life: October 3, 1945 
Professed: October 6, 1947 
Final Profession: October 6, 1952 
Date of Death: June 14, 2019 
 

 

Sr. Maria Pozzobon. FMSC (Sr. Crocefissa) entered into eternal life on June 14, 2019. She was 
born in Cavasagra, Italy on February 7, 1923, one of 11 children of Joseph and Angela and 
entered the Franciscan Missionary Sisters of the Sacred Heart on October 3, 1945.   On January 
8, 1948 Sister came to America, where she worked in the Sisters’ Infirmary.  There she was 
taught to give injections and administer medications.  The Provincial invited Sister Maria to 
study nursing, but Sister replied that she only had a fourth-grade education and was fearful that 
she would be 90 years old before she finished school.  All who knew Sister saw that she did not 
need professional training to be a compassionate and successful health care worker.                      

In 1966 she was assigned to Ladycliff College to take charge of the health of the college girls. 
She also worked for many years as an advisor and hostess for the many couples who came to 
Ladycliff for Cana Conferences and Marriage Encounter weekends.  In 1980 Sister returned to 
Mt. St. Francis and continued her work and gentle presence in the Infirmary until her health led 
her to be a patient there.   

The Pozzobon family gave many of their children to serve God’s church. Joseph and Pietro were 
priests, Giovanni a Jesuit brother, Ida and Graziosa were Carmelite Sisters, and Antonia and 
Maria were Franciscan Missionary Sisters of the Sacred Heart.  We thank God for their 
vocations, and especially the presence of Sister Maria in the St. Francis Province.  In Sister 
Maria’s file she ended the account of her life with this quote: “I have been very happy in my 
Religious life.  God follows me wherever I go and has helped me in all my needs.  God was with 
me on the journey.”  

Her wake will be on Monday, June 17th at Mt. St. Francis, 250 South Street, Peekskill, NY from 2- 
Vespers at 6:30pm, with a funeral Mass on Tuesday, June 18th at 10:30am, followed by burial in 
the Sisters’ cemetery.   

Celebrating New Life
In Memoriam ~ We remember with love each of our sisters who died recently.  We celebrate their lives and the example 

they offered to the Franciscan Sisters of Peace, their families, their friends, the Church and the world.  These women embraced 
the call to be Franciscans of Peace.  They lived lives of faithfulness and commitment while they were with us, and we depend 

upon them now to continue to pray on our behalf.  May they rest in the arms of the loving God they so faithfully served!

The Parable of the Prodigal Son
Vicki Pignone, FSP Associate

Sister Ellen Byrnes graciously accepted the 
Franciscan Sisters of Peace Associate’s request 
to be our guest speaker for the FSP Associates 
Communion Breakfast Retreat Day held on June 
1st.  Our day began with Mass in the Chapel, 
followed by a delicious breakfast.

Sister Ellen did a wonderful job presenting 
the parable of the Prodigal Son.  The focus of 

the day was “Come Back to Me with Your Whole Heart”.  The 
presentation included an in-depth look at ‘The Younger Son’, ‘The 
Elder Son’, and the ‘Father’ followed by questions for reflection, 

small group discussions and sharing with the larger group.
In addition, we also reflected in-depth on the painting of the 

Prodigal Son.  The original was painted by Rembrandt in 1668, a 
year before he died.  It is oil on canvas, measures 8.5 by 6.5 feet 
and is housed in the Hermitage in St. Petersburg, Russia.  ‘The 
Prodigal’ is one of only a few which are regarded as achieving 
universal and immortal acclaim.  It is marvelously detailed and, 
as with most of his painting, cannot be properly appreciated in 
reproductions.  We ended the day with the “LITANY OF FORGIVE-
NESS’.  We would like to thank Sister Ellen for all of her hard work 
in preparing for this special day.

Friend of the Poor – Seeker of Justice 
Sister Constance Gaynor, FSP

Whenever there was a choice, Sister Irene Freely always 
chose to live and work with those on the fringes of society.  
She chose to enter a Franciscan Congregation – Poverty being 
a major part of our charism.  In her more than 60 years in 
religious life, her choices took her from a ministry in educa-
tion to caring for teenagers from broken homes; to a Home 
Care health agency in the South Bronx visiting the sick in 
projects and tenements. Late she was asked to join a small 
group of sisters from other congregations beginning a program 
to assist the residents in an impoverished section of the city 
of Newburgh, NY.  They moved into an empty house in the area and opened a 
storefront on Broadway. The sisters put on a pot of coffee, opened the door, and 
invited anyone to drop in to rest and talk. Those humble beginnings grew into 
the NEWBURGH MINISTRY, today a thriving multidisciplinary agency.

After a Sabbatical experience in Central America, living and working with 
a group of sisters, Sister Irene returned to the U.S. with a request for her to 
return to Guatemala to minister in a parish in a desert-like rural area.  During 
that year she discerned a call to return and received permission to do so.  She 
secured funding from grants and spent the next eight years ministering in the 
small town of Cabanas.  She endeared herself to the poor of the area who lived 
in 7 barrios around the town center.  She visited each home and the people 
understood her Spanish, even with her New York accent which she never lost.

Some of the programs she started are still in place. She formed a group of 
older teenagers, to assist her in finding the poorest families whose children did 
not attend school. A small sum given to each family was able to send 150 boys 
and girls to the town school.  They became the first literate members of their 
families. Sister Irene made follow-up visits to check on progress while the teen 
group were tutors to the students. A library was developed to provide reading 
materials. Sister Irene started a daily feeding program for children which their 
mothers helped prepare. It was the only hot meal of the day and for some, the 
only meal. A program to teach women how to use sewing machines and to make 
clothing for their families was enjoyed by women who had never had a new 
dress. A lack of funding made returning to the U.S. necessary. Upon her return 
to the Bronx, Sister Irene continued her social work ministry at St. Nicholas 
Tolentine parish, for persons needing food or other assistance.

Sister Irene was an active member of the Franciscan Sisters of Peace since 
its’ founding in 1986. She never missed a congregation meeting unless ill or out 
of the country.  For several years she served as the community representative 
on the Intercommunity Center for Justice and Peace. She served on a number 
of committees, spoke to groups of young women interested in religious life and 
received the Peacemaker Award from LCWR. She earned her BA degree from St. 
Dominics’ College and MSW from Fordham University. Sister Irene died after sev-
eral years of illness on May 7, 2019 and is missed by many.  Rest in peace, Irene!

Sr. Maria Pozzobon, FMSC

Sister Irene Freely

Sister Ellen Byrnes
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And The Winners Are.....
Our Franciscan Fall Raffle was completed with the drawing on October 4, 2019.  

Congratulations to our happy winners. ALL 10 prizes of $500.00 each were awarded to:

The underlying message in Franciscan teaching is that 
God truly loves us, imperfect as we are, and will be pres-
ent with us always.  Each year on the feast of St. Francis, 
October 4th, we as a community, come together in praise and 
thanksgiving for the many blessings we have received.  We 
join in a special Liturgy and share a meal in celebration of 
our heritage and devotion.

That same love and care, God’s love, is very present to us 
in the support we receive from you, our very special friends.  
It is your steady and generous contributions that enable us 

to care for an ever-increasing number of 
elderly and infirmed Sisters.  With your 
continued help we can move forward in 
ministry, bringing the vision of God to 
others.   You, like St. Francis, are always 
there for us with your love, prayers and 
support.  As we continue to journey to-
gether, you continue to be remembered in 
our daily prayers.

Early Bird Special: (August 8th), $500.00 – Patricia Daly, Cortlandt Manor, NY

Thank you so much to all who have helped us by your participation in our Fall Raffle – your support is truly appreciated!  
By participating in the Fall Calendar Raffle, or sending a donation, you help the sisters continue to be peacemakers in all our 
places of ministry.  You also enable us to provide adequate care of our senior and infirm sisters.  We are grateful every day 
for every gift.  The Fall Raffle received a very generous response from so many of our readers, and we are truly grateful to 
each one!  The gross proceeds were $20,850 and the net proceeds, (after all expenses), are $13,800.  Plus, we received an 
additional $8,630 in donations.  On the first Sunday of each month, we have a Mass offered at Marian Woods, Hartsdale, 
New York for the intentions of all our Benefactors.  

We look forward to hearing from you for our April Calendar Raffle in 2020!

1. Michael J. Bulley, Winchester, VA
2. Betty Conklin, Butler, NJ
3. Margaret King, Mohegan Lake, NY
4. Michael Colosimo, Tucson, AZ
5. Ellen Corbiere, Lincoln Park, NJ

6. Cleola Piderit, Hartsdale, NY
7. Marie Fitzgerald, Bogota, NJ
8. William Bergen, New York City
9. Stephanie Richvalsky, Clifton, NJ

Cherishing the Past, Moving with Faith and Courage 
into the Future

History continued this summer when all of our Sisters, 
who were able, gathered in unity and sisterhood at our 
Chapter of Mats, held at Marian Woods.  Sister Amy Hereford, 
our facilitator, began the morning session with Case Studies 
that gave evidence to what other communities have done 
as they have reached a time in their communities’ journey 
when they no longer had sufficient members able to assume 
canonical leadership or came up against other circumstances 
that required a communal decision.  The Chapter has brought 
us a step closer toward the formation of our future.   Words 
like peace, hope, inspiration, risk have been used to describe 
the event.   The Chapter of Mats is always a significant 
yearly event in the life of our community.  The Sisters come 
together to pray, to meet and to share with one another their 
hopes and dreams for a common future. Liturgy and prayer 
are an important part of our Chapter.  Topics included elder 
care, immigration, trafficking, racism and climate.  The event 
itself is a revitalizing moment in each of our Franciscan lives.  

The Chapter committee did an outstanding job in planning, 
guiding and executing the agenda and flow of the Chapter.  

This Chapter was organized in such a way that one 
Council Member sat at each table and reported back to 
the larger group the shared ideas from her table that were 
honest, sometimes humorous, and hopeful.  Many thanks 
must be given to our sisters who worked so hard to make 
this a blessed success.  As one way of keeping our sister 
residents at Cabrini Nursing Home connected to us, Sisters 
Helen and Dorothy visited these sisters to 
share the experiences at our Chapter of 
Mats, to pray with them and to extend 
a blessing as they were missioned to 
prayer and to be a presence to one 
another.  A visitation following the 
Chapter of Mats has always been an 
annual event to keep all our sisters 
apprised of recent happenings. 
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We Remember – In Loving Memory
 Those we love don’t go away, they walk beside us every day;

Unseen, unheard, but always near,
they are always in our hearts, so dear.

Sister Irene Freely. FSP
Sister Maria Pozzobon, FMSC

Angela Kornicsky, formerly Sr. Mary Paul
Mae Bachtel, Aunt of Sister Alice Francis

May their souls and the souls of all the 
faithful departed rest in peace.

Lt. Joseph P. Kennedy, Jr. Home and  
St. Joseph’s Home in Peekskill – Come Together for a Reunion 

On August 10. 2019, there was a strong bond 
between these almost 100 Alumni and the “residential” 
Institutions they grew up in.  On that day they shared 
touching accounts of how they grew into healthy 
adulthood despite family alienation and the perils 
of institutional life.  They shared the pain of being 
deprived and underprivileged children, away from their 
families, as well as the pleasures and excitement of a 
convent education amid memories of the Sisters who 
taught and inspired them to be better persons. They 

remembered the Sisters (by name); their goodness, 
graciousness and generosity.  Reflecting on the 
work the Sisters did, these now young adults, with 
families of their own, felt obliged never to let them 
down.  Across the world, thousands of souls are 
living useful and peaceful lives, and will lead new 
generations to live a happy and responsible family 
life because, somewhere back along the line, a young 
woman became a Religious Sister and gave her heart 
in a time of crisis.


